Restorative proctocolectomy: morphological and functional study with coronal CT.
Restorative proctocolectomy with ileal pouch has become the surgical treatment of choice for patients with ulcerative colitis (UC) and familial polyposis of the colon. Defecography is the radiological technique commonly employed to obtain detailed information on function and morphology of the ileal pouch; it allows the direct visualization of the ileal pouch and the anal canal, but it does not provide the visualization of the pelvis. In all patients, computed tomography (CT) on coronal planes was performed to determine its possibilities as an alternative to defecography; 10 patients with UC submitted to restorative proctocolectomy and were examined. Coronal CT images provided a panoramic vision of the pelvis and demonstrated the morphology of the ileal pouch, the thickness of its walls, and its correlation with the surrounding tissues. Coronal CT also allowed the evaluation of the continence of ileo-anal and ileo-ileal anastomosis and the functional changes of the perineal muscles at rest and during squeezing. CT images acquired on coronal planes allows an easy and clear detection of the major postoperative complications, such as stenosis or dehiscences of the anastomosis, pelvic phlogosis, and fistulae.